
For further information, please contact SAR Consultancy @ info@sarconint.com or www.sarconint.com ; follow on twitter @SAR_Consultancy. Reproduction in whole or in part is 

prohibited without written permission from SAR Consultancy. SAR Consultancy is an Irish registered trading name. Copyright ©SAR Consultancy 2017. 

 

Summary of Security Situation in Nigeria 
The Security Situation in Nigeria is multi-dimensional and complex. It is influenced, for the 

most part, by perceived political, economic and social injustice, which results in a high level of 

violence throughout the country. This violence is exhibited in differing dimensions and to 

differing degrees from state to state and region to region. This level of unrest and complexity 

provides the environment for more opportunistic types of criminal and militant activities to take 

place. Deconstructing the relationships between all these factors and influencers is very difficult and contributes to 

the complexity that surrounds the security situation in Nigeria. Another dimension which adds to this complexity 

is the diversity with regard to the actors at play throughout the country. Violence is perpetrated by a wide range of 

groups, such as insurgents, militants, nomadic herdsmen, cultists, and ordinary criminals, notwithstanding the 

allegations of security force involvement and alleged political interference. This interplay of actors makes it 

difficult to determine the perpetrator and the victim in many cases.  

 

Nigeria is a country with specific needs, both development and increasingly, humanitarian, therefore access for 

international and domestic NGOs and developmental organisations is a must. It is a country with a potential for 

great growth in a wide number of commercial areas; as a result it is an attractive country to commercial 

organisations. These access requirements, coupled with the security environment, results in a need for up to date 

and thorough analysis of the security situation across the country on a regular basis. Forecasting the likely evolution 

of the security situation for the short and medium term can be difficult, due in part to the influence of underlying 

elements of a political, economic and social nature, which impact differently throughout the country. Nonetheless, 

the presence of existing trends and patterns can assist greatly in strengthening the credibility of forecasts. 

 

July 2017 – Incidents this month illustrate that despite 

Government assertions that Boko Haram have been 

defeated the group maintan the strategtic and logistic 

ability to attack military installations, alongside softer 

targets. The group do not appear to have been hindered by 

the rainy season, which would appear to be hampering the 

military response. In fact, Boko Haram may be maximising 

the opportunities it is offering to them, namely the ability 

to travel relatively unhindered, undetected and in medium 

to large numbers.  As a result, SAR continues to assesses 

that this insurgency is likely to continue in the short and 

medium term.  Incidents during the month have also shown 

that the security situation in other parts of the country is 

also precarious. The associated risk is likely to continue, 

with certain areas posing greater risk. As a result, SAR advises all those living in or travelling to Nigeria review 

their security management plans frequently due to the nature and fluidity of risk in Nigeria. 
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North East Nigeria & Boko Haram 
The month started with reports that the military 

killed a number of suspected Boko Haram 

militants when the group attacked a military base 

in Bama LGA. Some reports claim that 20 

suspected insurgents were killed. Within hours, 

further reports emerged that the group also 

attacked another base in Dikwa LGA, in which a 

soldier reportedly lost his life and a few days later, 

the group were said to have attacked a military 

base in Biu. No casualties were reported in this 

incident. Further illustrating the groups resolve, 

they reportedly attacked a number of convoys in 

Borno, both military and commercial. The first 

reportedly occurred near Banki town, Bama LGA 

and was conducted against a security patrol. Four 

soldiers were reportedly wounded in the attack. A 

second ambush was reported in Gwoza LGA, on a 

commercial convoy, which all contained security 

forces. This time three soldiers were killed.  

 

Suicide attacks continued throughout the month. 

Near the start a suicide bomber detonated and 

killed himself, and a second was shot at the 

University of Maiduguri, Borno. Within days, a 

second attack was reported, in which two suicide 

bombers reportedly detonated explosives killing 

themselves. A third suspect was also shot and 

killed in this incident. Later in the month, the 

university was reportedly targeted again, when a 

suspected bomber detonated explosive killing 

themselves. The University seems to be a hotspot 

for attacks over the last few months. It is easy to 

assess that this is solely because it is a centre of 

learning and a threat to Boko Harams core 

(perceived) belief, but there is likely to be a 

number of other factors influencing this target 

selection. These requires further investigation.  

A number of other attacks occurred throughout Borno 

during the month. Over 15 people were reportedly 

killed in an incident when four suicide bombers 

detonated explosives, near Jere. The following 

week, a suicide bomber, thought to be female, 

reportedly killed eight people at a mosque in Mafa 

LGA. Later in the month, suspected suicide 

bombers, thought to be female, attacked Dalori 

IDP camp outside Maiduguri, at least eight people 

were said to have been killed in the incident. 

While, the military reportedly prevented a number 

of incidents,  shooting and killing two suspected 

suicide bombers in Konduga and two in 

Maiduguri. Village attacks continued this month, 

with reports that insurgents attacked Dagu village, 

Askira/Uba LGA killing at least 5 people and stealing 

over 100 cattle.  

 

As in previous months, the majority of incidents 

suspected to have involved Boko Haram were 

reportedly in Borno State. However, this month 

saw media reports claim that Boko Haram were 

planning an attack in Ungoggo LGA, Kano State. 

However, the incident was reportedly averted by 

the police, but at least five suspected insurgents 

were reportedly killed in the incident. Assertions 

that Boko Haram were planning an attack in Kano 

have yet to be verified. However, if these claims are 

correct, it would suggest that BH cells in Kano are 

not just present but are still active, after a period of 

relative dormancy. This requires further investigation 

and information, as Kano has been both a target of, 

and a host to, Boko Haram in the past. 

 

Assessment & Forecast: The occurrence of 

coordinated attacks suspected to have been 

conducted by Boko Haram continued throughout 

July, indicative of a group that continues to have both 

strategic and logistical capacity. Furthermore, 

incidents of the month, especially those conducted 

against military targets indicate that the group do not 

appear to be withdrawing to a defensive position, 

something they may do if they were defeated or 

retreating. In fact, the offensive nature of many of 

these attacks suggest that the group still retain a 

high degree of strategic direction, weaponry, 

numbers and belief that they are still a force to be 

reckoned with. This calls in to doubt Government 

claims that the group has been defeated. It is 

acknowledged that the rainy season may be 

influencing the apparent increase in attacks, as 

indicated by the Minister of Defence. However, while 

this may be hamper the military and security forces, 

it does not seem to be hindering the group, who 

appear to be flexible and agile to respond to such 

conditions. Based on this, SAR assesses that the 

group are not defeated as has been suggested, and 

continue to pose a significant threat both to Borno 

and neighbouring states both in the short and medium 

term.  
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Lake Chad Region 
Suspected Boko Haram activity continued in the Lake Chad region this month. 

July started with reports that four suspected suicide bombers, thought to be 

female, detonated explosives killing themselves and one civilian near Mora, 

Cameroon. A week later, two suicide bombers reportedly detonated explosives, 

killing themselves and twelve others in Waza.  In Niger, the group were blamed 

for killing nine people and abducting over 30 others in Kabalewa. It has been 

reported that those abducted were largely women and children. This incident 

came only days after another incident in the town. Late last month, two females 

reportedly detonated explosives in a refugee camp, killing two and injuring 

others.  July also saw reports that Nigerien military reportedly mistook a group 

of civilians for suspected Boko Haram militants, and killed 14 villagers in 

Abadam village near Lake Chad. It was claimed that those killed were unarmed 

farmers, who were in a restricted zone near their village.  
 
Assessment & Forecast 

Incidents in the Lake Chad region this month appear to illustrate the continued ease 

by which insurgents cross borders in the region, thereby making it difficult for 

national security forces to stop, prevent and respond to cross border attacks. Such 

attacks could also be due to military operations in one country pushing insurgents 

out of their areas, and vice-versa. Therefore, more coordinated operations in the 

region could help  to prevent this ease of cross border travel. 

 

Loss of Life 

Despite continued comments that Boko 

Haram have been defeated and a slight 

reduction in associated deaths, the groups 

still continue to conduct attacks with high 

casualty rate. The incident against the NNPC 

and research team clearly shows this. Deaths 

associated with communal clashes continues 

to drop slightly, but this is largely reflected of 

the seasonal dimension to attacks. That said 

in one incident alone over 35 people were 

reportedly killed, reprisal attacks may occur 

next month as a result.   

Oil Production in the North East of Nigeria 
A significant incident took place this month in 
Borno State which involved an attack on a 
research team and the NNPC who were in the 
region conducting an investigation into 
whether it was possible to drill for oil in the 
region. The incident occurred between 
Magumeri and Gubio LGAs, in a village call Jibi. It 
has been difficult to get exact details of the 
incident or the impact of same. Furthermore, a 
rescue mission was reportedly conducted the 
next day and details have merged between the 
two incidents. Some reports claims that as many 
as ten people were abducted, while an 
unspecified number of soldiers, civilians and 
members of the CJTF were killed. Some suggest 
that this could equate to over 30 deaths. Others 
say it could be as high as 50. Military reports 
claim that some of those abducted have been 
rescued.  In the aftermath, the NPC announced 
that it had suspended exploration in the Lake 
Chad Basin until the military could give 
assurance to resume oil search in the region. 
 
Given the ongoing conflict in the North East, 
many would question why such operations 
were allowed to take place at this time. 
Incidents such as this call into question, the logic 
of allowing ‘business as usual’ type activity to 
take place in such high risk zones. Furthermore, 
only days before the attack, the exact LGA of 
interest were named in the media. This would 
have made it easier for any group to plan an 
attack if desired.  
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*As with incident numbers, it is acknowledged that exact 

death rates in the aftermath of incidents in Nigeria are 

hard to assess, the graphs included provide an indication 

of the trends associated with each incident type. 

 

Communal Clashes 
This month appeared to see a reduction in the 

frequency of communal clashes in the middle belt. 

However, a serious incident occurred in Kaduna 

State, when a violent clash reportedly broke out 

between Fulani herdsmen and youths in Kajura 

LGA, resulting in the loss of over 35 lives. What 

motivated the clash exactly at this time is still 

unclear. However, given the likelihood of reprisal 

attacks, increased security operatives were sent to 

the area. This alone is likely to be ineffective, as a 

few days later, four people were reportedly killed 

in another incident in the same area.   

 

Forecast: Incidents such as this in Kaduna are 

indicative of clashes between locals and herdsmen, 

most often occurring in the middle belt. Many such 

incidents occur with little notice, are extremely 

violent, can claim a significant number of deaths and 

have a reprisal nature that can be quick or 

protracted. There appears to be a seasonal dimension 

to attacks which are largely influenced by competing 

resources, such as land, water and access.  While 

much of this violence is community based and very 

target specific, those travelling to or through villages 

in the middle belt, and now further south, may 

inadvertently come in contact with such incidents. 

Therefore, it is advised to monitor such incidents 

closely, to ensure a high level of awareness of the 

environment into which one is entering.  

 

 

 

Criminality, Cultist activity & Violence  
Cultist activity was recorded again this month and 

claimed a number of lives in the South of the 

country. Three people were said to have been kill 

in a clash in Alode, Eleme LGA, while in Lagos, a 

number of days later, the Badoo cult were blamed 

for killing three people at a church in Ikorodu. In 

the middle of the month, eight people reportedly 

lost their lives in a clash in Emuoha, Rivers, while 

two people were reportedly killed in similar 

clashes in Ifo, Ogun. This type of activity is 

largely reported in the South of the country. 

Violent clashes reportedly claimed the lives of 

nine in Izzi, Ebonyi. While the police reportedly 

killed five robbers in Owerri West, Imo State, after 

an incident. A soldier was reportedly killed in 

Delta State by militants this month. Some other 

violent incidents of note this month, include the 

death of a journalist in Oredo, Edo. The exact 

motive behind the killing is unclear. The man was 

reportedly dropped off near his home after work, 

but never arrived home and was later found with 

gunshot wounds.  

 

Forecast: Violent crime is very common in Nigeria, 

but in certain areas and against certain targets it 

seems to be on the rise. For example, media reports 

claim that the killing of the journalist in Edo 

brings to 5, the number of journalists who have 

been killed in Edo State in the last six years, and 

to two in the last three months. Such incidents can 

also be used to show that much of the violent crime 

is targeted, but innocent by-standers can fall victim 

if in the wrong place at the wrong time. This was 

evident in one of the abduction cases this month, 

where a women would appear to have been killed by 

a stray bullet. As a result, SAR advises all those 

travelling to or living in Nigeria to regularly review 

 SAR Consultancy          

Providing peace of mind in changing security 

environments 

 

Assessing your level of preparedness 

Most professional organisations working in Nigeria 

take security very seriously, either by providing an in-

house security service or by contracting security 

services from a third party.  

 

However, how many of you have tested your level of 

preparedness and your security architecture in place.  

 

 How confident are you that it would 

withstand an attack? 

 How confident are your staff that they know 

how to respond? 

 

We, at SAR, can conduct this assessment for you, and 

can test in a controlled manner exactly how prepared 

you are. SAR provides an objective independent 

assessment service. Don’t wait for an incident to 

realise things don’t work as planned.   

 

Contact us at SAR to discuss your 2017 audit; you 

have a duty of care to your employees to ensure your 

security infrastructure is fit for purpose. Don’t wait 

for an incident to influence a review. 
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security arrangements to ensure a level of 

preparedness at all times. Vigilance and 

preparedness are important factors in keeping safe. 

 

Niger Delta Region  
Over the last number of 

months, the Niger Delta region 

has seen relative peace, in 

comparison with times gone 

by. Negotiations between 

groups and the Government 

appeared to be lasting. However, this month a 

group of Niger Delta militants reportedly made a 

statement in which they are said to have asserted that 

they will declare the Niger Delta region of Nigeria a 

Republic on 1st of September, if its demands are not 

met by the Nigerian government. They noted that 

little had been achieved of late, despite promises and 

commitments by the Government. 

 

Forecast: The recent peace appears to be fragile 

once again, if these statements can be believed. If this 

group of militants decide to implement their claims 

there is likely to be a resurgence of violence and 

clashes. Therefore, SAR recommends that anyone 

travelling to the region take all necessary security 

measures to remain safe and to keep proactive 

interest in the changing nature of events at this time. .  

 

Abduction & Kidnap 
As in similar months, a number of abductions were 

reported. In one down South, heavily armed 

gunmen reportedly abducted fourteen people from 

a bus in Port Harcourt. The bus was travelling from 

Warri, Delta State. It is reported that a ransom 

request of N1million was made for each person. 

However, it is understood that this has been 

reduced as the families are not in a position to pay. 

Another abduction was reported on the Abuja 

Kaduna highway. A favoured location of many 

kidnappers. A staff member of the NHIS was 

reportedly taken near Katari village, Kachia LGA. 

A female bystander was said to have been killed 

during the incident when hit by a stray bullet. A 

second incident occurred in the same area a week 

later, when a Principal Assistant Registrar was 

reportedly kidnapped. In Kogi State, a kidnap 

occurred in Okene. It was reported that a female 

from Osun State was abducted and killed along the 

Okene-Lokoja-Abuja Expressway. Her driver was 

also allegedly killed in the incident. 

 

Forecast: These incidents continue to illustrate that 

the risk of abduction is dispersed throughout the 

country. However, the reoccurrence of incidents in 

Kaduna shows the heightened risk of travel in this 

area. As a result, any travel to or through these areas 

should incorporate a detailed travel and emergency 

plan to ensure route risks are assessed in advance 

and mitigation measures can be put in place. This is 

paramount if moving by road between Abuja and 

Kaduna. SAR recommends that all organisations and 

individuals are advised to assess whether their anti-

abduction measures are sufficient and take necessary 

precautions if not.   

 

Piracy 

At the end of the month, five crew members, three of 

whom are reportedly from Morocco, were 

kindnapped from a cargo vessel off the coast of 

Bonny Island. At the time of writing the vessel had 

been recovered, but not the crew’s members. 

 

Factors worth monitoring 

 Statistics reportedly from the National Bureau of 

Statistics (NBS) note that 2,673 people died and 

8,270 were injured in Nigeria in the first six 

months of the year. RTA are a significant risk to 

those travelling throughout Nigeria.   

 Reports emerged this month about the NNPC 

wishing to explore new locations for oil drilling 

in an attempt to reduce their dependency on the 

Niger Delta Region. Bauchi, Gombe and Borno 

State were all identified as possible locations. 

Interestingly, initial reports claimed that given 

the current security situation in Borno State, 

expeditions would largely be conducted in 

Bauchi and Gombe, but the attack on the 

exploration team in Borno illustrates differently. 

That said, exploration in this area have now been 

suspended. Should oil be found in all or any of 

the three states, it is likely that violence will 

increase. Parties discommoded because of oil 

production and if not adequately compensated 

may turn to violence for recourse.  

 During July, a court in Kaduna is said to have 

dismissed a suit by the leader of the Islamic 

Movement of Nigeria (IMN) against the Nigerian 

Army over clashes in Zaria in December 2015. 

Protests and demonstrations organised in the past 

by the group have often ended in violence. It is 

unclear how the group may respond to this court 

action, especially given that the leader of the 

group has been held in custody since these 

clashes.   
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