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Summary of Security Situation in Nigeria 
The Security Situation in Nigeria is multi-dimensional and complex. It is influenced, for the 

most part, by perceived political, economic and social injustice, which results in a high level of 

violence throughout the country. This violence is exhibited in differing dimensions and to 

differing degrees from state to state and region to region. This level of unrest and complexity 

provides the environment for more opportunistic types of criminal and militant activities to take 

place. Deconstructing the relationships between all these factors and influencers is very difficult and contributes to 

the complexity that surrounds the security situation in Nigeria. Another dimension which adds to this complexity 

is the diversity with regard to the actors at play throughout the country. Violence is perpetrated by a wide range of 

groups, such as insurgents, militants, nomadic herdsmen, cultists, and ordinary criminals, notwithstanding the 

allegations of security force involvement and alleged political interference. This interplay of actors makes it 

difficult to determine the perpetrator and the victim in many cases.  

 

Nigeria is a country with specific needs, both development and increasingly, humanitarian, therefore access for 

international and domestic NGOs and developmental organisations is a must. It is a country with a potential for 

great growth in a wide number of commercial areas; as a result it is an attractive country to commercial 

organisations. These access requirements, coupled with the security environment, results in a need for up to date 

and thorough analysis of the security situation across the country on a regular basis. Forecasting the likely evolution 

of the security situation for the short and medium term can be difficult, due in part to the influence of underlying 

elements of a political, economic and social nature, which impact differently throughout the country. Nonetheless, 

the presence of existing trends and patterns can assist greatly in strengthening the credibility of forecasts. 

 

June 2017 – Reports that Boko Haram have been defeated this month are not commensurate with the number, 

nature and impact of related attacks this month. In fact, the group’s suspected activities may better indicate a re-

emergence of the groups strategic nature which was more apparent in 2013 and early 2014. Such incidents are 

indicative that the group can still mobilise and attack both soft and hard targets in the North East, and in large 

enough numbers that require both strategy and planning. Such an approach at this time may take advantage of the 

rainy season, which often reduces the militaries ability to access remote parts of the state. The group also continue 

to appear willing to use a number of different methods and approaches to conduct their attacks depending on whom 

and what they are targeting. This is indicative in their use of suicide bombers, small group attacks, large group 

attacks, and through the use of IEDs, guns and more general explosives.  As a result, SAR continues to assesses 

that this insurgency is likely to continue in the short and medium term.  Incidents during the 

month have also shown that the security situation in other parts of the country is also 

precarious. The associated risk is likely to continue, with certain areas posing greater risk. As 

a result, SAR advises all those living in or travelling to Nigeria review their security 

management plans frequently due to the nature and fluidity of risk in Nigeria. 
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North East Nigeria & Boko Haram 

As in similar months, June witnessed a number of suicide attacks. Five suicide 
bombers reportedly killed themselves and twelve others in Maiduguri, Borno, 
while near the end of the month seven suicide bombers reportedly killed 
themselves and nine others at locations throughout Maiduguri, Borno. In a 
separate incident in Maiduguri, a suicide bomber was said to have detonated 
prematurely killing themselves but no others. This clearly illustrates the 
availability of willing or coerced participants. Village attacks were also evident 
this month. Over twenty people were reportedly killed in two attacks on Kaya 
village in Chibok LGA. Properties were also damaged in the attacks. A similar 
incident was reported in Madagali, Adamawa State, where an armed group of 
suspected Boko Haram insurgents attempted to attack a village, removing food and 
medical supplies. While in Konduga, the group were suspected of attacking Yale 
village. It is suggested that approximately eight people may have been killed in the 
incident. The group were also said to have attacked two villages near Chibok, in 
which five people were reportedly killed. Similar to the early incident in Chibok, 
food and livestock were reportedly taken, and property was also damaged. Some 
also report that Boko Haram are suspected of killing approximately 40 people in 
Damboa during an attack. 
 
Similar to last month, Boko Haram are suspected of conducting more coordinated 
attacks with increased number of insurgents of late. These type of incidents had 
reduced over the last year but appear to be back as a desired MO. The incident this 
month reportedly occurred in the Jiddari Polo Area, Maiduguri where a group of 
suspected insurgents were said to have attacked Muslims who were breaking the 
Ramadan fast. It is suggested that about ten people were killed in the incident, but 
others say this number may have been higher. Reports claim that the group 
targeted multiple locations during the assault.  The group would also appear to be 
undeterred from attacking the military. During the month it was suspected that 
Boko Haram insurgents ambushed the Nigerian military. Reports differ as to the 
extent of this incident. Furthermore, the group reportedly used IED in the past to 
either deter military and civilians from accessing territory and/or to ambush them 
on specific road networks. This month witnessed a number of incidents which 
illustrate it is still a desired MO. An IED reportedly detonated in Hong, Adamawa 
killing two children, while another is said to have detonated killing four soldiers in 
Kukawa and finally, an IED was said to have detonated killing three in Konduga.  

 
 
The group were also said to have killed four people and kidnap six in Gwoza. Kidnap 
is not an unknown MO for the group. A similar incident was also reported in Chibok, 
in which the group were suspected of killing three people and kidnapping six. While 
in Damboa sixteen police officers were reportedly kidnapped and three others 
killed in the incident, of which one was reportedly a police officer. Shekau (the 
alleged leader of Boko Haram) is said to have abducted these officers to illustrate 
that the group are not defeated.   
 
Forecast: The recent resurgence of coordinated attacks may suggest that the group 
is regrouping at a more strategic level. These attacks require planning and 
coordination, and are likely to demonstrate a level of leadership within the group, 
which many had suggested had disappeared. Yet again it is an indication that this 
insurgency is far from over and the group are far from defeated. Furthermore, the 
willingness of the group to conduct attacks which directly target the military 
illustrates their determination and commitment to the cause. Additionally, the 
range of locations targeted during the month indicates the group’s ability to move 
relatively unimpeded throughout the state, especially in remote villages. Based on 
this, SAR assesses that the group are not defeated as has been suggested, and 
continues to pose a significant threat both to Borno and neighbouring states both 
in the short and medium term. The rainy season is likely to impact this further.   
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Lake Chad Region 

Incidents throughout the North east region were 
reported this month. Two suicide bombers 
reportedly detonated their devices in Kolofata, 
Cameroon, killing themselves and four others. 
Later in the month, another incident was reported 
in a similar area killing six civilians. In Niger, two 
suicide bombers killed themselves and two others 
in a refugee camp in Kabalewa. While near the 
end of the month, Chadian soldiers reportedly 
killed over 160 insurgents in the Lake Chad region. 
Eight soldiers reportedly lost their lives in the 
incident. 

 

Communal Clashes 

A number of communal clashes were reported this 
month, the two most serious of which were not in 
states most commonly impacted. It was reported 
that at least 3 people were killed and others injured 
when a group of gunmen reportedly attacked a 
village in Batagarawa LGA of Katsina state. It was 
suggested that the gunmen may have been herders. 
Further south two communities reportedly clashed 
between Cross Rivers and Ebonyi State. It is 
estimated that 20 people were killed in the clashes. 
The exact motivation behind the clashes is unclear at 
this time, however it has been suggested that they 
relate to disputes over land ownership.  
 
Clashes over land were also blamed for the deaths 
of four people in Suleja, Niger. While a communal 
clash was reported in Shongom, Gombe State, a 
state more commonly known for such incidents. 
At least one police officer was reportedly killed in 
this incident.  

 
A number of other incidents of a sectarian nature 
were also reported. Lives were lost in such incidents 
in Ikwo, Ebonyi, Akamkpa, Cross River, Oke Ero, 
Kwara, Sardauna, Taraba, Lafia, Nasarawa and in 
Delta. Over twenty people were reportedly killed 
in these incidents. Exactly what sparked these 
incidents is unclear.  

 
Forecast: This month illustrates that the middle belt, 

whilst synonymous with communal clashes, is not the 

only place impacted by such events. The south seems 

to be disproportionately impacted this month. It is 

very difficult to assess what exactly is motivating 

these incidents, however the geographical 

distribution of incidents shows the risk is more 

widespread that often believed. It will be interesting 

to see if there is a reprisal nature to these events as is 

often the cause in the middle belt incidents. While 

much of this violence is community based and very 

target specific, those travelling to or through villages 

in the middle belt, and now further south, may 

inadvertently come in contact with such incidents. 

Therefore, it is advised to monitor such incidents 

closely, to ensure a high level of awareness of the 

environment into which one is entering.  

 

Loss of Life 
It was interesting this month to consider the 

comments made that Boko Haram have been defeated 

when looking at the number of deaths associated with 

insurgent activities. A similar figure was last seen in 

February. Such a rate, along with the re-emergence of 

coordinated attacks could potentially illustrate the 

group have actually regrouped rather than defeated. It 

will be interesting to monitor such figure and see if 

there is a season dimension to the numbers. Many 

analysts have noted that the rainy season often 

provides Boko Haram with greater unimpeded access 

across the state as the military are often hindered by 

the rains. This may impact the spike in incidents.  

 

In respect to civil unrest, the related deaths, despite 

two serious incidents is still on a downward trend. 

Conversely, deaths associated with crime slightly 

increased from May.  

 

 

 

*As with incident numbers, it is acknowledged that exact 

death rates in the aftermath of incidents in Nigeria are 

hard to assess, the graphs included provide an indication 

of the trends associated with each incident type. 
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Criminality, Cultist activity & Violence  

As noted before violent crime is very common in 
Nigeria. This month witnessed such crimes in a 
number of guises. Gang violence reportedly 
claimed the lives of four people in Lagos State. 
While cult activity reportedly resulted in the 
death of ten people over a number of days in 
Akure, Ondo State. Three other people were also 
reportedly killed in a separate cult related 
incident in Ikorodu, Lagos State.  A further cult 
related incident was reported in Ogoja, Cross 
River State which is said to have resulted in the 
deaths of two cultists and one other.  
 
Gunmen reportedly killed over ten people in Tai, 
Rivers State. It is suggested that there may have 
been political motivations behind this incident. 
However, this is difficult to verify. While in Lokoja, 
Kogi State three people were reportedly killed 
when a protest turned violent.  
 
Civilians were not the only target of these attacks, 
two police officers were reportedly killed in 
Ontisha North, Anambra. Three other police 
officers were reportedly killed in the aftermath of 
a bank robbery in Iwo, Osun. A suspected robber 
was also said to have been killed in this incident. 
Conversely, Nigerian soldiers reportedly killed 
three civilians in Kaduna South at a protest. It was 
claimed that one person was injured in a shooting, 
which resulted in a clash between soldiers and 
civilians. In fact, the protest itself was said to have 
been the response to an earlier fatal shooting. 
 
Forecast: As was the case last month, June witnessed 
a high number of violent crimes, resulting in a 

significant loss of life. This once again illustrates the 
link between crime and violence. It is interesting to 
see that civilians are not the only victims of such 
crimes, a number of police officers also fell victim. 
This illustrates that violent criminals in certain areas 
would not appear to be deterred by the security 
forces. While it should be reiterated that much of this 
violence is targeted, innocent by-standers can fall 
victim if in the wrong place at the wrong time. As a 
result, SAR advises all those travelling to or living in 
Nigeria to regularly review security arrangements to 
ensure a level of preparedness at all times. Vigilance 
and preparedness are important factors in keeping 
safe. 
 

Niger Delta Region  

The New Delta Avengers, a 
group which had previously 
threatened action in the 
region withdrew their threat 
during the month. This may 
be indicative that the peace 
agreement is holding.  

Forecast: Once again it would appear that relative 

peace is being maintained in the region, however this 

is likely to be somewhat tentative. Therefore, SAR 

recommends that anyone travelling to the region take 

all necessary security measures to remain safe.  

 

Abduction & Kidnap 

A crime synonymous with Nigeria is kidnap. This 
month illustrated why this is the case. Incidents 
throughout the country clearly highlight the 
associated risk. A radio CEO was abducted in 
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Providing peace of mind in changing security 

environments 

 

Assessing your level of preparedness 

Most professional organisations working in Nigeria 

take security very seriously, either by providing an in-

house security service or by contracting security 

services from a third party.  

 

However, how many of you have tested your level of 

preparedness and your security architecture in place.  

 

 How confident are you that it would 

withstand an attack? 

 How confident are your staff that they know 

how to responds? 

 

We, at SAR, can conduct this assessment for you, and 

can test in a controlled manner exactly how prepared 

you are. SAR provides an objective independent 

assessment service. Don’t wait for an incident to 

realise things don’t work as planned.   

 

Contact us at SAR to discuss your 2017 audit; you 

have a duty of care to your employees to ensure your 

security infrastructure is fit for purpose. Don’t wait 

for an incident to influence a review. 
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Calabar, Cross River. Six people were reportedly 
abducted in Adoni, Rivers State. A polytechnic 
registrar was also reportedly kidnapped in 
Ndokwa East, Delta. Some incidents are more 
concentrated. For example, three incidents 
occurred in Ondo State during the month. An ex-
Kogi official was reportedly abducted in Ikara, 
Ondo, while seven people were reportedly 
kidnapped from a bus and an APC chieftain was 
reportedly abducted in Ese Odo, Ondo State. On a 
brighter note, five siblings were reportedly 
kidnapped in Okpe, Delta but were later 
recovered by the police. All victims of these 
incidents were not Nigerian, a Chinese worker 
was reportedly abducted after his protection 
detail was killed. This was said to have occurred in 
Etsako East LGA, Edo State. 
 
However, over the last number of months, the 
Abuja-Kaduna Highway has been reported as a 
significant kidnap hotspot. This month saw 
approximately 20 people allegedly kidnapped along 
the Abuja-Kaduna Highway. The exact motivation 
behind many of these abduction is unknown but 
it is fair to say that some, if not all, are likely to be 
motivated by ransom. 
 

Forecast: These incidents continue to illustrate that 

the risk of abduction is dispersed throughout the 

country. However, the incident in Kaduna shows the 

risk associated with a number of hotspots. As a result, 

these locations should be incorporated into travel 

plans to ensure route risks are assessed in advanced, 

so mitigation measures can be put in place. This is 

paramount if moving by road between Abuja and 

Kaduna. The threat of abduction is likely to remain 

in the short and medium term, especially as the 

economy continues to suffer, which is also unlikely to 

change in the short or medium term. Therefore, SAR 

recommends that all organisations and individuals 

are advised to assess whether their anti-abduction 

measures are sufficient and take necessary 

precautions if not.   

 

Piracy 

According to the International Maritime Bureau’s 
(IMB) most recent report, the number of piracy 
related incidents globally has reduced in the first half 
of 2017, from 97 to 87. Incidents in Nigeria 
contribute to these numbers. From five incidents, 31 
people were abducted.  
 

Factors worth monitoring 

 Shekau has reportedly produced a number of 

videos this month denouncing assertions by the 

Nigerian Military that Boko Haram have been 

defeated. He is alleged to have stated that the 

abduction of the female police officers is a 

display of the groups’s continued ability and 

dominance.  

 Health officials in Nigeria have announced that 

the meningitis outbreak is over. Their assessment 

is allegedly based on a reduced number of cases 

presenting. During the outbreak, 14,518 

suspected cases were reported in 25 states. Of 

these cases, 1166 resulted in deaths.  

 President Buhari’s health remains an issue of 

concern for many in Nigeria. Little is known 

publically about his current health status which is 

facilitating a lot of unsubstantiated rumours. 

Many analysts are trying to forecast how this may 

impact the ongoing security situation in the 

country.  
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SAR Consultancy would like to thank you for taking the 

time to read this bulletin. We hope you found it 

interesting and informative. Please do not hesitate to 

contact us at info@sarconint.com to discuss any part 

in greater detail or to discuss how we may be able to 

help reduce your exposure to any of the risks mentioned 

within. Furthermore we are very happy to receive 

feedback on your thoughts regarding the bulletin. Hope 

to see you again next month. 
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